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In-Person Worship
5 pm (Sat)
8, 9 & 11 am (Sun)

Livestream Worship
9 & 11 am (Sun)

Cable TV
10 am & 5 pm (Sun)

Radio Broadcast
106.1 (BOB-FM)
9:10 am (Sun)

Gospel Readings

Nov 4-5
Matthew 5:1-12

Nov 11-12
Matthew 25:1-13

Nov 18-19
Matthew 25:14-30

Nov 25-26
Matthew 25:31-46

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Zion: A Place to Gather and Grow
Thank you for returning your stewardship commitments for our 
2024 Stewardship Campaign, “Zion: A Place to Gather and Grow”. 
If you have not yet returned your intention sheet, please bring it 
to worship or mail it in at your convenience. Extra stewardship 
intention sheets and envelopes are available at the front desk on 
the lower level, or you may go to Zion’s website and click on the “2024 Pledge” button 
and make your commitment online. Thank you for your faithful stewardship and 
generosity.

Thanksgiving Eve Worship - November 22 at 6:30 pm

and ACBC Food Ingathering and Giving
Come you thankful people come and let us raise the song of harvest home!
Join us for worship on Wednesday, November 22 at 6:30 p.m. as we sing our favorite 
Thanksgiving songs, share in a message of thanksgiving and enjoy pie in the 
Fellowship Hall! In this Herald, please find a special giving envelope for the ACBC 
food shelf. With the increase in demand for food from food shelves, ACBC is asking for 
both financial and food donations. With every $1 donation, they are able to purchase 
up to $10 of food from food banks. Bags for food donations along with a Donation 
Wish List are available at the front desk. Bring your food donations with you to 
worship on November 22. Monetary donations can be either mailed or brought to 
Zion. Thank you for your faithful giving to our community.

All Saints Weekend and Luminaries for Loved Ones
All Saints Weekend is November 4-5 and it is when we acknowledge those we love 
and cherish who, during this past year, were commended into the arms of our 
Savior’s mercy for the blessed rest of everlasting peace. During worship on both 
Saturday and Sunday, we will name the Zion members who have died this past year, 
as well as give you the opportunity to write a name on a card of the saint you would 
like to remember. On Sunday evening, we will have our Luminaries for Loved Ones 
event in the CLC from 5-6:30 p.m. where you can walk and remember all the saints 
who have touched your lives. Prayer helpers will be available if you need them. To 
include a luminary of a loved one, pick up a white paper bag from the front desk, 
decorate it any way you would like or just write the name of your loved one on the 
bag. We will collect completed bags through noon on November 5. Volunteers will 
place a tea light in each bag and place them in the CLC. 

Daylight Saving Time Ends November 5
Remember to set your clocks back one hour on Saturday night, November 4. Central 
Standard Time begins at 2 a.m. on Sunday, November 5.



with our thanks

Curiosity
By Colleen Nelson

Albert Einstein states, “The important thing is not to stop questioning. Curiosity has its own reason for existing. 
One cannot help but be in awe when he contemplates the mysteries of eternity, of life, of the marvelous structure 
of reality. It is enough if one tries merely to comprehend a little of this mystery every day.” I invite you to reread 
this quote as though it were penned by a theologian rather than this world renowned, Nobel Prize winning, 
theoretical physicist. Aren’t we as Christians also contemplating the mysteries of eternity, life and the marvelous 
structure of God’s creation? What if a desire to comprehend even a minuscule fragment of these mysteries can be 
satisfied by getting to know God better? The best resource is, of course, the Bible with its plethora of stories and 
truths. Some suggestions for incorporating God’s word into your routine:

• Participate in worship, then take the Life Together insert home to meditate on the scriptures from the 
weekend.

• Join a small group Bible study at Zion; no prior knowledge of the Bible required.
• Start your day with the Word in Season, a devotional booklet available at the desk.
• Dial into Encouraging Words from Zion at 763-506-8191 to hear a daily message of encouragement and 

hope.
• Look for ways to delve deeper into God’s word. Zion’s library and our pastors are great resources.
• Listen to a devotional podcast on your drive to work or while walking the dog.
• Consider God Pause, daily devotions written by alumni of Luther Seminary or Daily Grace, a faith reflection 

offered by WELCA (women of the ELCA.) You will find both websites by searching for: ELCA God Pause or 
WELCA Daily Grace. Either will be sent to your email on a daily basis when you subscribe.

• Find a place of solitude and meditate on scripture by rereading it more than once, allowing it to percolate in 
your mind and heart.

“For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, for it is 
made holy by the word of God and prayer.” I Timothy 4:4-5 

Veterans Appreciation Coffee - Thursday, November 9
On Thursday, November 9, Zion pastors will host coffee and donuts for our veterans in the Cornerstone Café on 
the lower level at 10 a.m. This is an opportunity for us to say "thank you" to our veterans who have served our 
nation and also a time for our veterans to become better acquainted with one another. If you are a veteran, please 
plan to join us on Thursday, November 9!

Thank you, Bill and Marie Norquist!
Zion has partnered with Habitat for Humanity every year for 30 years. For the past 10+ years, 
Bill Norquist has coordinated and organized Zion’s Habitat week. Along with support from 
Marie, Bill has been instrumental in Zion’s Habitat efforts to provide housing for the working 
poor. We are deeply grateful to them both. Bill has decided to retire from his leadership role 
so we are looking for a new volunteer coordinator for Zion’s Habitat week. If you are 
interested, please speak to Pastor Brent, Pastor Connie or Bill. We can tell you more 
about what this would entail and try to answer your questions. Again, thank you Bill for your time, effort and 
leadership!



welcome and worship

Baptism Class - November 12
If you are expecting, have had a baby or adopting and would like to know more about baptism, we will be having 
a baptism class on Sunday, November 12 at 12 p.m. in the Library. Contact Kristine kjohnson@zionanoka.org to 
register for the class.

American Red Cross Blood Drive - November 13
Monday, November 13 | 1-6 pm | CLC
To schedule an appointment, please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit www.RedCrossBlood.org and 
enter Sponsor Code: Zion.

Blessing of the Quilts
During the year our quilters get together once a month and create 
beautiful quilts that they give away to other ministries. Come and help 
us bless these quilts on the weekend of November 18 and 19 and let us 
recognize the hard work our quilters do!

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service
If you are unable to come to Zion’s Thanksgiving Eve Service, the Anoka Area Ministerial Association is 
sponsoring an Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service at Lord of Life in Ramsey on Sunday, November 19 at 6:30 p.m. 
We are also collecting canned goods and items to be given to the ACBC food shelf. 

Weekly Worship Opportunities
In-Person Worship

Saturdays @ 5 pm and Sundays @ 8 am, 9 am & 11 am

Livestream Worship
Sundays @ 9 am & 11 am

Radio (BOB-FM, 106.1)
Sundays @ 9:10 am

Cable TV Channel 6 Broadcast
Sundays @ 10 am & 5 pm

KidSing Choir for Grades 2-5 Zion Youth Choir for Grades 6-8
Zion Kids and Youth are invited to sing for worship on Sunday, November 5. Rehearsal will be on Saturday, 
November 4. KidSing will rehearse from 10-10:30 a.m. and Zion Youth Choir will rehearse from 10:30-11 a.m.
To sign up your child for this musical opportunity, email Jon Campbell, Director of Music and Worship
 jcampbell@zionanoka.org.

Upcoming Choir Opportunity for Kids and Youth



grow

Adult Small Group Studies
We continue the study "Luke: Gut Level Compassion" by Lisa Harper. Lean in and linger in Jesus' embrace. 
Perfection is NOT required! It's not too late to join a group! The November schedule is as follows:
• Week of November 6: Uphill Glory
• Week of November 13: Gut-Level Compassion
• Week of November 20: The Tender Heart of Obedience
• Week of November 27: A Beautiful Unbending
Books for this study are on sale at the front desk for $16 and you can sign up for a class at the Welcome Desk. Class 
schedule is as follows:
A - Mondays at 1 p.m. in the Legacy Room taught by Pastor Sue Wallager
B - Tuesdays at 8:45 a.m. in the Legacy Room taught by Ken Johnson, Greg Bergeron and Pastor Brent Campbell
C - Wednesdays at 10 a.m. in the Legacy Room taught by Pastor Connie Tiede
D - Thursdays at 1 p.m. on Zoom taught by Pastor Jim Barsch and Pastor Amie Odahl

Upcoming Adult Forums
Adult Forums are held Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Join us November 5, 12 and 19 for a 
series on comparative religions. In this three-week series, Professor Matt Maruggi of Augsburg University will 
present a model for how we, as Christians, might come to an appreciative understanding of the world’s great 
faiths. These interactive sessions will explore aspects of Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism for the purpose 
of enriching our own faith commitments.

• November 5: Appreciating the World’s Great Faiths Part One
• November 12: Appreciating the World's Great Faiths Part Two
• November 19: Appreciating the World's Great Faiths Part Three

Zion Pages Book Club
November 27 | 6:30 pm | Theater
We will be discussing The Storyteller by Jodi Picoult. In this searingly honest novel, Jodi Picoult gracefully explores 
the lengths to which we will go in order to keep the past from dictating the future. Zion Pages meets the 4th 
Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the Theater. All are welcome!

The books for the remaining months of the schedule are as follows:
• January 22, 2024 – The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America’s Great Migration by Isabel Wilkerson. 

From 1915 to 1970, this exodus of almost six million people changed the face of America. Wilkerson compares 
this epic migration to the migrations of other peoples in history.

• February 26, 2024 – Remarkably Bright Creatures by Shelby Van Pelt. In this novel, we are reminded that 
sometimes taking a hard look at the past can help uncover a future that once felt impossible.

• March 25, 2024 – The Indigo Girl: A Novel by Natasha Boyd. This book is set between 1739 and 1744, with 
romance, intrigue, forbidden friendships, and political and financial threats weaving together to form the 
story of a remarkable young woman whose actions were before her time.

• April 22, 2024 – Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely Fine: A Novel by Gail Honeyman. This uplifting story of an 
out-of-the-ordinary heroine is soon to be a major motion picture produced by Reese Witherspoon.



grow

From Zion's Social Justice Team
In October, the Social Justice Team discussed the article “With covenants, racism was written into Minneapolis 
housing. The scars are still visible.” It was a great discussion along with a video to share for more information. 
Our next meeting will be Monday, November 13 at 6:30 p.m. in the Library. We will be discussing an article about 
St. Paul’s Rondo community and how Interstate 94 affected the community. This article is available at the front 
desk to read prior to the meeting. Even if you don’t read the article, still come and be part of the conversation! 
Everyone is welcome to share thoughts and insights as we discuss tough issues such as racial justice.

First Communion Instruction
At Zion, we practice open age communion, meaning parents can determine when their 
child is ready to participate in this sacrament of the church. Preparation classes are 
provided in advance and vary by age. First Communion Classes for kids in Grades K-5 
and their parents will be offered in November. Choose between Sunday, November 5 at 
11 a.m. in the Theater, or Wednesdays, November 8 & 15 at 5 p.m. in Room 4. Register 
now at www.zionanoka.org/registration-events. Families will schedule their child’s 
First Communion individually. If you have questions or for more information, contact 
Ann Campbell acampbell@zionanoka.org.

Advent News from Children, Youth and Family Ministries

We are trying something different this December. Zion's Music Director, Jonathan Campbell, is directing a fun 
choir for children and youth to learn Christmas carols for worship. Rehearsals will be Saturdays, December 9 and 
16 at 10 a.m. in the Choir Room. Sign your children up at the front desk or email Jon jcampbell@zionanoka.org.



care of creation

Baptisms
Oct 8 - Hallie Norberg

This Thanksgiving and Christmas season, think about what you might do to "Let nothing be wasted."
Peace and Love for His Creation - Zion EcoFaith Team

Thank You Recent Radio Broadcast Fund Donors

about our people

Greg Nelson
Dick Nybeck
Teresa & Gerald Mans
Mel & Donna Iseminger
Lyle & Marlene Willock
Bev Fraser

Craig Bakken
Kristine Johnson
Lois Peterson
Judy Bendiske in memory of Art Goebel
Bev Fraser in memory of Ed Pederson

Deaths
Michael Antonson
Diane Bahr
Edward Pederson
Heather Dekok-Price
Shirley Graham

New Members
Glen & Diana Goertel
Linda Odell-Cowles
Chris & Cindi Smothers
Larry & Doris Schubert
Emily, Lillian & Annora Tryggestad
Colleen Werdien

Weddings
Megan Fischer & Jimmy 
Nowacki
Natalie Parenteau & Jack 
Jorgenson

Zion's EcoFaith Team - Thoughts on Food Waste and Thanksgiving
During the miracle of the feeding of the five thousand, Jesus said, "Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing 
be wasted." (John 6:12) The Thanksgiving holiday is fast approaching. It is a time usually filled with joy,
abundance, delicious food, and unfortunately, food waste. Food waste is all the food that is fit for consumption, 
but is discarded to the landfill. According to the University of Minnesota Office of Sustainability, "Every year, 
American families waste about 1,160 pounds of food, especially around Thanksgiving where an estimated 305 
million pounds of food are wasted from Thanksgiving dinner alone." What can we do?

Waste Hierarchy in 
order of importance

Action

#1 Reduce 1. Make a meal plan using leftovers, e.g., turkey soup, turkey hot dish, sandwiches.
2. Buy and prepare only what will be used for the Thanksgiving meal and any planned leftover 
meals. For turkey size, a formula is the number of diners times 1.25 pounds.

#2 Reuse 1. Save scraps for future cooking while making your meal. Scraps like vegetable peels and meat 
trimmings can be used to add flavor to broths, stocks and soups. 
2. Properly store leftover food or scraps by refrigeration if using in the next few days or by freezing.
3. Send a plate or extras home with your guests who could make use of the food.
4. Get creative with your leftovers. Try making turkey stock with the bones, or turkey chili with 
leftover meat. There are lots of recipes online!

#3 Recycle 1. Compost any food scraps or leftovers that have gone bad by participating in your County's 
organics recycling program. Contact the EcoFaith team at Zion for more information on this option.

#4 Recover N/A
#5 Landfill Least desirable option



serve

From Zion's Matthew Bag Ministry - A Thanksgiving Meditation
Exodus 16:15 -- When the Israelites saw it, they said to each other, "What is it?" For they did not know what it was. 
Moses said to them, "it is the bread the Lord has given you to eat..."
What a joy it was for Zion's Matthew Bag Ministry to be with Zion's summer campers - Operation Restoration 
Camp, Sports Camp, Camp Create It and Mending God's World Camp. At Camp Operation Restoration, kids read the 
account from Exodus of God's provision (manna) for the Israelite's journey to the promised land. Campers then 
imagined what manna may have looked and tasted like. Using Honey Nut Cheerios cereal as manna, each camper 
scooped up one cup of manna, poured it into a glass container, then saw how fast it filled up. Campers even tasted 
their manna - yum! Fun manna facts:
• Manna looks like a tiny white coriander seed that, when dried and pressed tastes like a sweet wafer. The 

Israelites gathered flakes of manna to make bread and cereal.
• Manna was measured in omers (today one omer is equal to 14 cups). Ten omers would have filled one bushel 

basket. Dried, one omer weighs 3.9 pounds - the same weight as two Matthew Bags!
• God provided for each person in each household - dad, mom, aunts, uncles, children, grandchildren. Each was 

allowed to gather one omer of manna each morning and two omers each in preparation for Sabbath. Each day 
God provided abundantly for his people.

• The Hebrew word omer means long-lived, thriving, flourishing. The Israelites thrived, flourished and lived. 
God's love for the them was abundant and overflowing.

This summer, Zion campers heard God's call, then went to work putting together 300 Matthew Bags for others 
in our community. Not only that, campers donated many packages of much-needed socks to put into those bags. 
Thank You! God provides abundantly for each of us each day. As Thanksgiving nears, let us give thanks to God for 
His steadfast, abundant and overflowing provision.

Blewetts in Bougainville - Not An Easy Couple of Years*
October 12, 2023
It’s been ages since you’ve heard from us. We have been in Papua New Guinea (PNG) for more than a year and a 
half, following nearly four years away due to Kim’s illness and then COVID restrictions. You might remember our 
sharing our team’s Goals for 2020, as we headed back here in August of 2019. (These goals are still our target, 
but we’re now aiming for mid-2024.) We and Rapoisi Bible translator colleagues, George and John, planned that 
year to finalize and print a “Half New Testament” publication, including Acts, James, 1-2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon, 
1-2 Peter, 1-3 John, Jude (George’s drafts were done before 2012), and Mark’s and John’s Gospels (drafted more 
recently by John). But we had only been in PNG for 7 months—12 weeks in person working with George and 
John—when due to COVID lockdowns we were sent back to the US. We returned to PNG in October of 2021, where 
we have spent “most of our time” living in Buka town. It has taken more than a year to find our footing again in 
Bougainville, in the Rapoisi community, and with our Rapoisi colleagues and other Bible translators here. We’ve 
had a lot of frustration and rough spots, and we are stretched very thin. But we’re finally “seeing fruit”—large 
chunks of Scripture heading toward finalization in Rapoisi and two other languages!
We deeply appreciate you, our prayer partners and supporters, for sticking with us in spite of our silence 
during recent months. Your prayers, friendship and other support is making a big difference in the lives of 
Bougainvilleans like our Rapoisi and Nehan friends.
Steve and Kim

*Excerpt from Steve and Kim's Blewett Byline. Full newsletter can be found at www.zionanoka.org in the 
document center. 
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news from Zion Pre-K

Fall is here and we are happy to enjoy our time exploring and learning.
God gives us a beautiful palette.

CONTACT US
1601 4th Avenue 
Anoka MN 55303 
763.421.4656 
www.zionanoka.org

WELCOME
You are invited, you are welcome to 
come and experience God’s love at 
Zion Lutheran Church.


